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JANUARY 27th 2010 - WORLD HOLOCAUST DAY –REMEMBERING AND COMFORTING  

On Wednesday January 27, 2010, as leaders and laymen around the 
world gathered to commemorate the victims of the bŀȊƛ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ 
murderous policies in World War II, ICEJ AID staff traveled to Kiryat 
Shmona to visit Holocaust survivors. We wanted to say to these 
precious people that many Christians around the world remember 
them and care for them.  

As we arrived we met with one 
of [Ω/haim volunteers who had 
come with a car full of fresh 
fruits and vegetables as well as 
dry goods to deliver to the 
survivors. We gladly followed 
ƘƛƳ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ άŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǘƻǳǊέΦ 

Our first stop was to wƻƳŀƴΩǎ apartment. Roman and his mother Tatiana were 
adopted by ICEJ Grafted Young Adult Program. Tirza, a representative from 
Grafted, had especially come to Kiryat Shmona to visit the family and 
presented them with a delicious apple cake. She assured Roman that she is 
telling his story to many young 
Christians around the world to 
ensure that the next 

generation will know about the tragedy of the Holocaust and not be 
swayed by the voices denying it. Later, as we asked Roman if the 
memories of his childhood in the ghetto still affected him today, his 
eyes filled with tears. άIŜ has nightmares and it especially hurts him 
when people say that the Holocaust never happenedέ his wife 
translated. άYour help helps us to go onΧǿe pray that those times 
will never happen againέ he said.  As we left, he warmly invited us to 
come back for a meal of the special Uzbek food he loves to prepare. 
This we will certainly do at the first opportunity! 

 A Gift from Australian Christians 

Nellie is one of our newly adopted survivors and we were happy to meet her 
for the first time. She and her family lived 3 years in a ghetto in Ukraine, 
suffering endless abuse, cold, hunger 
and beatings from the SS soldiers.   

Recently she celebrated her 80th 
birthday and she took great delight in 
showing us pictures of her with her 3 
brothers, 2 of whom had come from 
Ukraine especially for the occasion. 
She was very touched with our gift of 
a colorful blanket and socks lovingly 

hand-knitted ōȅ L/9W !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΦ  άThank you for visiting old 
people like meέΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ with a smile.   

An emotional moment as Roman shares with us. 

Bringing food baskets. 

A warm blanket from Australian Christians. 



Giving new towels to Vladimir and Shura. 

 

Forming Friendships 

Our visit to Vladimir and Shura was also a first encounter. VladimirΩǎ childhood 

memories are so painful that he can hardly talk about them.  He was 11 when the 

war started and he and his family were 

sent to a ghetto where, even at his young 

age, he was forced to work άon the 

railroad under a very degrading regime,έ 

he recalled.   

Today, at 80 years of age, his health is 

poor and he suffers from severe back pains.  But, as we left their home, he 

and his wife affectionately kissed us goodbye and extended to us a warm 

and genuine invitationΦ  άCome back so we can visit longer and talk more!έ 

The [Ω/ƘŀƛƳ volunteer accompanying us commented on ±ƭŀŘƛƳƛǊΩǎ 

openness and warmth to us, a noted change from previous visits:  άBefore, 

he would hardly talk at allέΦ What a testimony to the healing that the 

Adoption Program is bringing to these dear survivors! 

As for us, whether it was… 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…we were blessed to be a part in bringing encouragement and comfort to them.  

Thank you for your support and for bringing joy to these survivors! 

For more information write to icejaid@icej.org.  To donate, click here! 

looking at family pictures… 

fellowshipping over a cup of hot tea… 

sharing a hug... or bringing fresh food baskets… 

mailto:icejaid@icej.org
http://www.icej.org/donate.php

